
Harmony

II: Seventh Chords
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Adding another third on top of a triad will result in a seventh chord. 

It’s called a seventh chord because the interval from the bass note to the top note forms a seventh. 

Types of seventh chords
There are five main types of seventh chords:

1: Dominant seventh  = Major triad + Minor 7th above root
2: Major seventh = Major triad + Major 7th above root
3: Minor seventh = Minor triad + Minor 7th above root
4: Half diminished seventh = Diminished triad + Minor 7th above root
5: Full diminished seventh = Diminished triad + Diminished 7th above root
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Major Triad
1: Dominant seventh

Minor 7th

2: Major seventh&
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Major Triad

Major 7th

Seventh Chords
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Minor Triad

Minor 7th

3: Minor seventh
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4: Half diminished seventh

Diminished Triad

Minor 7th
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5: Full diminished seventh

Diminished Triad

Diminished 7th

Only the first and last of these seventh chords 
are commonly used in classical music -  

1 - Dominant seventh 
2 - Full diminished seventh
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Inversions of seventh chords
Because seventh chords contain four notes, there are four possible positions:

1: Root position (7) - root in the bass
2: First Inversion (6/5) - 3rd in the bass
3: Second Inversion (4/3) - 5th in the bass
4: Third Inversion (4/2) - 7th in the bass
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Root Position (7)
Root in bass

1st Inversion (6/5)

3rd in bass

2nd Inversion (4/3)

5th in bass

3rd Inversion (4/2)

7th in bass
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Task 1

Practice these moveable dominant 
seventh chord shapes and identify 

their inversions.
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Moveable dominant seventh chord shapes
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